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Highlights of Grand Master Fitch’s Address ....

By PM Dennis E. Chestnut

Grand Master Fitch, a known orator extraordinaire, built the foundation of his
allocution upon the Holy writ “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh
my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which madeheaven and earth(Psalm 121: 1-2).
While these are powerful and moving words in and ofhemselves, none of us present
could have foreseen the wave of peace, calm andesaty that pervaded the hall as chords
of “To God Be The Glory”as recorded by the late SGIG Aubrey Ballard emanai from
the public address system. All ears were perched hear his report on Necrology, the
State of the Nation; The State of the State; Kniglstof Pythagoras; and, the State of the
Craft. Brief summaries of each follow:

Necrology

“Behold I will show you a mystery......Grand Master continued on
acknowledging the passing of 195 brothers during #hpast year. Among those noted was
Most Worship Past Grand Master Nathaniel Johnson.Grand Master Fitch then gave
voice to his rendition of 1 Don’t Feel No Ways Tired” with the Craft joining in
gleefully.

State of the Nation

The Grand Master noted the nation was involved imultifaceted wars (some of
which he felt we should not be involved) includindgerrorism, economic upheaval, and
foreign lost of respect for us as a nation. He dinot see President Obama as being able
to solve these problems alone; especially when higl shot create, but inherited most of
them when he came to office. GM Fitch applauded oumilitary men and women who
serve in the defense of the country.

State of the State

In the Grand Master’s perception, the State facednany of the same crises,
problems and challenges as does the Nation. Heiafied a belief, “we as North
Carolinians, can and must do better than we have.”

Knights of Pythagoras

Grand Master Fitch reiterated his constant effortsto keep us cognizant “these
young people are our future.” He stated, while somef us have problems with their
ascension and elevation, he did not.

State of the Craft

“Prince Hall masonry is alive and well in North Caolina” declared our Grand
Master! He further stated, “The battle has not bea won. We must take the
responsibility for, and put our hands forth in shapgng our own destiny.” He continued,
“Although things are going well, we still have soméssues on which we need to work. We
Must remember to say what we mean and mean what veay.”

Grand Master Fitch said his goal has always beewhg-range strategic planning
for the Organization. And, again while there is sme indebtedness, it has been nearly
retired; thanks to the efforts of those who work trelessly to help this Lodge succeed.
Thanks were extended to the Grand Lodge staff. Gtaude was expressed to heads
and/or representatives from 13 Jurisdictions. Conading, Grand Master Fitch said,

“I'm not going to let nobody turn me around. | don't feel no ways tired for | believe,
soon and very soon, envisioned goals for this Judition, will be actualized thus
becoming reality. May God'’s favor and blessings bepon each of you.”




One Hundredth and Thirty-Ninth Grand Communicat@ontinued

Grand Master Dill
and Officers of The
Grand Lodge of

AF&AM of NC

State Master Knight
& State Gleant

Closing Assembly of the 189Grand Communication

DGM Walker & NC President of NAACP Barber
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France)
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Grand Master Fitch, Grand Worthy Matron Bright an d Grand Worthy Patron Chestnut



NORTH CAROLINA PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE
Honors
Past Grand Master Dr. James E. Shephard
At

NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY SIXTY-SECOND
FOUNDER'’'S DAY CONVOCATION

Friday, October 30, 2009

In 1910 Dr. James E. Shephard founded the NationaReligious Training School in
Chautauqua. The Institution was built on a 25-arcdract of land as a center for religious
training. Dr. Shephard continued to help the schdogrow by recruiting the assistance of
several philanthropists. In 1925 the school was named the North Carolina College for
Negroes; the first state supported liberal arts cdége for Blacks in the United States. In
1972 it became a constituent of the University of dtth Carolina system



THE PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE FAMILY

A wreath-laying ceremony was held in remembrance oDr. Shephard in front of the

stature that pays tribute to his years of dedicatio and service to NCCU. In his
comments, Most Worshipful Grand Master Fitch, an aimnus of NCCU, expressed the
honor felt by the Prince Hall Family from “sharing in the celebration of a drum major who

had the vision that we could, and that we wouldtlwhelp provided, move forward on the
road of education.”
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Happy Kwanzaa
(December 26-January 1)

Umoja ~ Unity
Kujichagulia ~ Self-determination
Ujima ~ Collective work and responsibility
Ujamaa ~ Cooperative economics
Nia ~ Purpose
Kuumba ~ Creativity

Imani ~ Faith

SUBMITTING AN ARTICLE TO THE NEWSLETTER

PICTURES,AND ARTICLES OF LODGE EVENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED TO ME
BROTHERDENNIS E. CHESTNUT, GRAND NEWS EDITOR AT:
Newsletter@ MWPHGLNC.Comlf you have questionand need to speak to rhe
may be reachedt (252) 757 — 1531

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER: June 15, 2009:
THIS IS VOLUME VII NOT VOLUME 1II'!

Editor-in-Chief: Grand Master Milton “Toby” Fitch, Jr.
Associate Editor: PM Dennis E. Chestnut
PM Paul Kinsey, Jr., Newsletter Staff
Bro. Larry Farmer, Newsletter Staff

Bro. Demarius Hayes, Newsletter Staff

PM Eddie Lindsay, Grand Lodge Webmaster
Special Thanks to:

Grand Photographers Bro. Hal Perry and Bro. Marvin Hackett



Best of Holiday
Wishes

Merry Christmas
HAPPY NEW YEAR

And, Remember



