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My Fellow Brothers:

Greetings in the Name of the Most Holy Granchitect. Itis my prayer all is well with you and your household.

| am thankful for the opportunity of extending to you a personal invitation and exhortation to attend THE GRAND
SESSION OF OUR ONE HUNDREDHIRTY-SIXTH (136") GRAND COMMUNICATION Thursday

Friday and Saturdayseptember 28 through 30, 2006 in Raleigh.

This year we have chosen the thefhlmnoring Our Past While Preparing For The Future: Continuing

to Heal, Unite, and Growl This Grand Lodge has continued to exist for 136 years because of the foundation
and principles upon which it was bulle must be ever mindful and thankful for the work done by those who have
labored before us. | honor their work and mem&¥hile we have had a strong past, we must not content
ourselves with what we “have don&Ve must keep a keen eye toward the future and letfottsdfe focused on
preparing for it with the expectation and hope there will be even brighter days ahead.

Preparation for the future will necessitate continued development and execution of even better organizational a
fiscal policies and strategieAt the same time, we must neverget, the realization andfettiveness of our
planning is dependent upon our ahiltd willingness, to heal the past; unite the present; and, grow together in the
future.

As we come into this Grand Session, | also ask you to remember and honor past and present members of ¢
armed forces who give so much defending our freedfgesalute them all. Until we meet in Raleigh....

Fraternallyvours,
Milton F. “Toby” Fitch, Jr.
Most Worshipful Grand Master
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From Trestle Board of The Most Worshipful
Grand Master
Milton “T oby” F. Fitch, Jr. ....

Brethren, | continue to stress the importance of mindfulness and practice of the Ma-
sonic values laid down through the ages. It is only through this reflections and return
we will find hope and guidance for our continued survival, functioning, and “thrival.” In
the church there is a song that says “let us all go back to the old landmark.” Let us
make the trip togetheBe sure to study Masonic Landmarks presented in each edition
of theNewsletter

In this edition of théNewsletterl honor and pay tribute to the late M@gbrshipful

Grand Master Jamé§. Hood, the first Grand Master of this Jurisdiction.

He was a man of vision and foresight with the ability and desire to build for the future.
His ability to plan for the future is just one of his qualities well worth emulating.

As we reflect on the tragedy of Septembkr2001 remember to thank and honor
members of our military services. Let us keep them in our prayers that they may be
protected from hurt and harm. For those who may be serving abroad, we offer special
prayers for their safe return home. May they be encouraged and strengthened by Him
who comforts as no othegheAlmighty God.

We are thankful for the life and work of our late Rig¥drshipful Grandlreasurer
James Mitchell who transitioned this lifeAagust. His memory will long linger we us.

| close with thiAfrican symbol

BI NKA BI
(Bite not each other .)
Symbol of JUSTICE, F AIR PLAY, PEACE, FORGIVENESS, UNITY,
HARMONY
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MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER
James W. Hood
(May 30, 1831 - October 30, 1918)

First Grand Master of the Jurisdiction of North Carolina
1870-1883

In 1867, under authority of the Grand Lodge of New
York, he was appointed as Supervisor amghoized
Eureka Lodge #30 (Now #3) at Fayetteville, NC

Actively involved in the  African Methodist Episcop al
Zion Church, he published the first collection of
sermons by a Black man. He was most instrumental

in the founding of Livingstone College in Salisbury :
NC in 1885.

THE LANDMARKS

3. THE LEGEND OF THE THIRD DEGREE is an important Landmark, the integrity of which has
been well preserved. There is no rite of Masonry , practiced in any country or language in which the
essential element s of this legend are nott aught. The lectures may vary , and indeed are const antly
changing, but the legend has ever remained subst  antially the same. And it is necessary that it should
be so, for the legend of the T emple Builder constitutes the very essence and identity of Masonry

Any rite which should exclude it, or materially alter it, would at once, by that exclusion or alteration,

cease to be a Masonic rite.

4. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRATERNITY, by a presiding officer called a Grand Master , who is
elected from the body of the craf t, is a fourth Landmark of the Order . Many persons ignorantly
suppose that the election of the Grand Master is held in consequence of a law or regulation of the

Grand Lodge. Such, however , is not the case. The office is indebted for it s existence to a Landmark
of the Order . Grand Masters are to be found in the records of the institution long before Grand

Lodges were established, and if the present system of legislative government by Grand Lodges

were to be abolished, a Grand Master would still be necessary . In fact, although there has been a
period within the records of history , and indeed of very recent date, when a Grand Lodge was
unknown, there never has been a time when the craf t did not have their Grand Master
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A Jurisdiction On the Move

-- Brother Randolph Agustus
Assistant Grand Lecturer

The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons of North
Carolina recently held up their banner in
complying with this motto. Approximately sixty
brothers and sisters of our jurisdiction journeyed
to the jurisdiction of Massachusetts from 28
through 30 April 2006 to observe and
participate in the 3 Biennial Re-opening
Program of African Lodge # 459 with our Most
Worshipful Grand Master Milton F. “Toby” Fitch
Jr. The program featured the symbolic re-
opening of African Lodge # 459 and honored
our founder and first Grand Master Prince Hall.
Traveling in the delegation was Past Grand
Master Nathaniel Johnson, several Assistant
Grand Lecturers and District Deputy Grand
Masters, Past Masters, Worshipful Masters,
Wardens and Brothers. Our sisters of the Order
of the Eastern Star who were Grand Chapter
officers, Past Matrons, Worthy Matrons and
sisters of the Order also accompanied us. The
majority of our delegation traveled to Boston,
Massachusetts mainly by train departing from
Rocky Mount, North Carolina early in the
morning of Friday 28 April 2006. Other
members from North Carolina flew by airplane
and the brave and young at heart even drove
there and back. Our jurisdiction was the largest
contingent present from all the Prince Hall
Masonic jurisdictions. During our journey by
train, we were joined by Most Worshipful Grand
Masters and their delegations from the
jurisdictions of Florida and New York whom we
fellowshipped with going and coming.

Upon our arrival and checking in at our hotel,
we were treated to a very sumptuous and
friendly hospitality held in the hotel that was very
comfortable. Prior to the hospitality, we
registered for the weekend’s events which
consisted of transportation to and from the hotel
to the Grand Lodge building where all events
occurred; admittance to the 3 Biennial Re-

opening Program; Luncheon; Historic Tour
of Boston and Prince Hall Historical Sites;
and, the concluding event consisting of
entertainment, a meal, and an evening
Cabaret.

During the re-enactment program,
participants were Grand Masters of
various Prince Hall Jurisdictions and
members of several local lodges with
Grand Master Leslie A. Lewis of
Massachusetts portraying Prince Hall. The
attire of Prince Hall's era was worn by all
participants such as the 3 pointed hats,
long coats, high stockings and fancy
shoes. The portrayers represented
characters such as George Washington,
members of African Lodge #459,
business owners of Boston,
Massachusetts who knew Prince Hall, and
local ministers. The original charter was
prominently displayed during the program
ably guarded by members of the local
Knights Templar Commandery. Pictures
of the original charter of African Lodge #
459 could be taken after the conclusion of
the program. Numerous members of our
delegation took advantage of this
opportunity and had individual and group
pictures taken with this historical
document. (See pictures) Not to leave
our ladies out, after the program, they were
also allowed the opportunity to take
pictures of the charter and have their
individual and group pictures as well.

A very interesting and informative tour of
Boston’s famous sites and Prince Hall
historical sites was provided by our host
jurisdiction. It included visitation to the
Broken Column Memorial to Prince Hall
at Copp’s Hill as well as a historical
cemetery dedicated to Prince Hall. Other
sites visited were MIT and Cambridge
University, the Warship Constitution, the
Old North Church known for Paul Revere’s
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signaling that Boston was under attack and
various well known Black neighborhoods and
their past history.

After the tour we returned to our hotel for rest
and relaxation prior to being entertained that
Saturday night with food, fellowship and local
entertainment. We were all graciously received
and welcomed by all present as we established
and re-established friendships for life. We
found that there is a North Carolina/
Massachusetts connection with many living
there being born and raised in North Carolina.
This made the trip even more enjoyable.

Our departure from Boston on Sunday morning

was reluctant and hesitant since we were quite @
tired from and enjoyable and event packed

weekend. One more day of relaxation, touring

and fellowshipping would have been perfect.

Nevertheless we departed Boston with a layover

in Washington, D.C. and arrived in Rocky Mount, % ¢
North Carolina late Sunday night. All were

overjoyed that we journeyed to Massachusetts

and held up our motto of being “A Jurisdiction

On The Move”.

Ty TRAING

A
1 ! i
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Prince Hall Family V isits Central
Children’ s Home of North Carolina

WeWereThere in Large Nmbers!!!
The MostWorshipful Prince Hall Grand family continue their commitment of financial and emo-
tional suppport for the Central Children’s Home of Noth Carolina in Oxford. Once again this
year, we weke proud to show large paticipation in a day of celebration on June 15.

Brother J. Michael Barnes, Knight s Templar and GL
Officers lead the Parade

Milton (T oby) Fitch, Jr ., MWGM
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Here Comes the Grand Chapter

1ANU ! T
Patricia Simmons, Grand associate Conductress
Jaunita Bright, Grand Associate Matron
Margaret Dixon, Grand Conductress

L.Waddell Alston, Grand Worthy Patron
Valaria S. Collins, Grand W orthy Matron

Most Ancient Matron joyce Williams and
Members of her court

And..dort forget the Daughters of ISIS

lllustrious Commandress Corine Bynum
Zafa Court #41
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SUBMITTING AN ARTICLE TO
THE NEWSLETT ER

ANNOUNCEMNTS, PICTURES, AND ARTICLES MAY BE SUBMITTED
TO ME, BROTHER DENNIS E. CHESTNUT, GRAND DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
RELATIONS AT: Newsletter@MWPHGLNC.Com . If you have questions
and need to speak with me | may be reached at (252) 757 — 1531.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER IS: OCTOBER 30, 2006

Editor-in-Chief
Grand Master Milton “T oby” Fitch, Jr .

Associate Editor
PM Dennis E. Chestnut

Assist ants
PM Paul Kinsey, Jr
Bro. Larry Farmer
PM Raymond Hayes, Grand Junior Steward
Brother Eddie Linsay, Grand Lodge Webmaster
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This editon offThe Grand Lodge Newsletter is
fraternally dedicated to the loving memory
of

Brother James Audrey Mitchell, SR, 33°

Right Worshipful Grand Treasuter
1998 - 2006



